Chapter 5
THE MARRIAGE PROBLEM

ELIZABETH was'far and away the best marriage to be had in
Europe, a fact of which every eligible bachelor and widower
was aware. Philip II realized it, and among the duties which
brought Feria to England on the eve of Elizabeth's accession.,
was the management of this market. Philip had not yet made up
his mind whether he wanted to marry her himself., but Feria was
to see that whoever obtained the titbit received it at his master's
hands. The ambassador imagined himself playing much the
same role as Simon Renard at the accession of Mary; and there
was good reason for his expectations. In her sister's reign,
as my Lady Elizabeth., the focus of discontent, Elizabeth had
naturally been friendly with France, but times had changed, and
unless she was to repeat Mary's blunder, she would have to live
in the present, not the past. The present meant hostility to
France, where a rival claimant to the English throne was the
Dauphin's wife. It meant also friendship with Spain; nay, pos-
sibly dependence on Spain., for England was In a dangerous
state. Its finances were in disorder, its fortresses defenceless,
its military forces negligible, while to emerge honourably from
the peace negotiations, closing Mary's unfortunate war with
France, it must have Philip's support.

No wonder Feria was patronizing! He was surprised that
Elizabeth did not see the situation as clearly as he did; but then,
he remarked, 'what can be expected from a country governed
by a Queen, and she a young lass who, although sharp, is without
prudence?9 He was exasperated at the cool manner in which he
was treated. Instead of being given a room at Court and taken
into counsel on every question, as he expected, he found him-
self in embarrassing Ignorance of what was going on. * They run
away from me as if I were the devil,5 he wrote; and their glib,
irresponsible talk nearly drove him crazy. At first there was an